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My name is Nicole, I live in Mildura 
(Victoria) and Jai is my son.  This is our 
story.	!
“Jai went off to school like any other normal 
day. Half an hour later I received a phone call 
to come and collect him as he wasn’t feeling 
well. I felt bad when I picked him up as his 
right eye was protruding outwards. I had only 
dropped him off half an hour beforehand and 
didn’t notice any signs of the protruding eye. 
I sought medical attention and we were 
quickly sent to Adelaide to see a specialist.	!
Over the next few days Jai underwent 
biopsies, MRI, CT & a PET scan to 
determine what was exactly behind his eye. 

Results of the biopsy showed it was a tumour.   Jai was 6 years old when he was 
diagnosed with  embryonal rhabdomyosarcoma on the  3rd  of August 2012 .  The 
tumour was sitting on the fibre optic nerve at the back of his right eye. Jai then 
underwent a bone marrow biopsy and lumbar puncture to determine if the disease had 
spread through his body.  Thankfully it had not metastasized. He then had surgery for 
the insertion of a portacath and chemotherapy infusions began.  He also had further 
surgery to apply dental caps. He underwent 43 weeks of chemotherapy and 5 weeks 
of radiation.	!
Looking back I recall that in the weeks leading up to Jai’s diagnosis his behaviour 
had changed at school.  He was uncharacteristically violent towards his peers and 
teachers.  His appetite had also changed and he was eating less. 	!
From the day of his diagnosis it was so hard for Jai to comprehend what was 
happening to him.  As his mother I explained cancer to him as best I could.  I can 
remember Jai saying ‘I thought only old people get cancer’.... answering that question 
was heart wrenching	



   
Chemotherapy treatments played  havoc on Jai’s body.  He lost 20 kilograms in 
weight and required a nasogastric tube to assist intake of nutrition.  He also required 
numerous blood transfusions when his blood counts were low.  Jai was rarely able to 
attend school and we remained at the Ronald McDonald House in Adelaide while he 
underwent treatment.  He missed his home, family and friends very much.	!
One thing I have to say is Jai is the bravest and strongest boy I know. I wish I could 
have traded places with him as it was so hard to watch him suffer the side effects of 
the treatments.  I know I would not have coped as well as him.  It is during such 
difficult times that you do find out who your real friends and family are.	!
Jai has progressed in leaps and bounds since he has finished his treatment.  He has 
been in remission for 16 months and is looking forward	

	
to his 9th birthday in a few weeks. He has a 
tutor from the Ronald McDonald learning 
program who has helped him catch up on 
schoolwork he missed out on. Jai had a lot of 
neuropathology problems because of the 
toxic chemotherapy and was confined to a 
wheel chair for 7 months of his treatment 
and is undergoing physiotherapy now as a 
consequence. Every three months Jai sees an 
ophthalmologist to assess his eyesight as it is 
fully expected that radiation damage will 
create issues such as cataracts.  Currently 
though his vision is excellent. His confidence 
is returning, as is the strength in his arms and 
legs.  Jai does still get tired easily. He enjoys 
attending cub scouts each week (and learning 
how to tie knots!) He attends school every 
day and he is back to the happy boy he was 
before cancer came into our lives. Jai’s 
journey has made him Braver Stronger and 
Smarter.”


