
SUPERHERO KIDS - 
ABBI	

	
My name is Amy, I live in Caboolture 
and Abbigail is my daughter.  This is our 
story.	!
“Early in February, 2014 my 10 year old 
Abbi complained of pain in her left leg and 
had difficulty walking.  As she was growing 
so quickly we assumed it was growing pains.  
However the pain continued so I took her to 
our GP and an x-ray was done.  That 
weekend she woke up in such tremendous 
pain she was in tears, so I took her down to 
the emergency department of the Caboolture 
Hospital.  An ultrasound showed a 10cm 
mass and we were sent directly to RBCH to 

seek specialist attention.	!
Once at RBCH we were told that there was a possibility that Abbi may have cancer.  
After 5 days of testing we were told that Abbi had Ewing’s sarcoma, an aggressive 
soft tissue bone cancer.  The tumour was situated on her pelvis and had not spread 
elsewhere in her body.	!
Abbi began chemotherapy the day after her diagnosis.  She underwent chemotherapy 
using a combination of 5 different drugs for the next three months. 	



	
The chemotherapy successfully shrunk the tumour 
enough to allow surgeons to remove approximately 
1/3 of Abbi’s pelvis.  This is referred to as an 
internal amputation.  The surgeons were able to 
obtain a good margin of healthy bone which meant 
that no radiation therapy was required.  We were 
pleased to avoid radiation as it severely impacts 
bone growth and development.  About a week after 
the internal amputation Abbi also underwent 
emergency surgery as necrosis had developed 
around the wound.	!
About two weeks after the surgery chemotherapy 
began again.  During this there have been numerous 
setbacks with the need for blood transfusions and 
low platelet counts.  The wound reopened as a 
consequence.	!

With completion of treatment Abbi will need ongoing physiotherapy, orthopaedics 
and testing.  She has required numerous different supportive aids to assist her with 
everyday life.”	
To follow Abbi's story visit https://www.facebook.com/iCare4Abbigail
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